
 

 

 

 

Learning to tell the time isn’t easy.   
Some children find it especially difficult and yet it is a vital life skill. 

 
The government recognises how important it is that all children learn to tell the time and they 

have given it an increased focus in the new maths curriculum. 

 

This means that by the time children reach Y3, they should be able to read the time to the nearest 

minute on both analogue and digital clocks and be able to estimate and calculate time differences. 

 

One reason that teaching time is difficult is because it cannot just be taught in one lesson, 

practised a little and then remembered.   

 

Children need to be reading time and talking about time when they are outside of school also. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Give your child a head start – and the best present: teach them to read the 

time! 

 

 

 

 

See over page 

 

 

 

Start with young children in nursery by talking about time and 

including it in stories, rhymes and games. 

 Y1 & Y2 children should know the names of days of the week, the 

months and be able to say how many days are in a month, or 

months in a year. 

Check out the activities on Mathletics to practise 

reading the time.   Work your way through the 

activities together and then practise on real clocks 

around the house and outside. 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=numicon+clock&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=oRgBXqzEbYtgCM&tbnid=fKIHAT0IxZqCMM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://numicon.com/free_resources/teaching_support_resources/telling_the_time.aspx&ei=hsXaUYDVAcPA0QWm84CQBA&bvm=bv.48705608,d.d2k&psig=AFQjCNFxdGr5qh8MIEAY9F3eo3AXCki0mw&ust=1373378301037282
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=clock+for+children&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=hWMZ_GpyVIGjbM&tbnid=pJLJkHdJrP23tM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.thegiftery.co.uk/clocks-alarms-c1/wall-clocks-c4/childrens-learning-red-wall-clock-p423&ei=DcbaUdo9z6nQBaS3gaAG&bvm=bv.48705608,d.d2k&psig=AFQjCNFAV0Jb_ejQBz69bwZ8-xyGIzKhag&ust=1373378429167124
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=clocks&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=iUW6pc9x3cIgUM&tbnid=oAyLrigTV1dV5M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://thetreasurehunteruk.wordpress.com/2012/10/31/time-for-a-new-clock/&ei=DO3aUfCcNInM0QXF5YDYBw&bvm=bv.48705608,d.d2k&psig=AFQjCNHCHNyFInS1zdNNO9qDlCIoOLPkIA&ust=1373388388936210
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=hickory+dickory+dock&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=Gu6Pu-fNzZm-AM&tbnid=YDrFp3Lqf9CppM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.pxleyes.com/drawing-picture/4e3b82bbc06a3/Hickory-Dickory-Dock.html&ei=ke3aUfKzKcHH0QXKx4GIBw&bvm=bv.48705608,d.d2k&psig=AFQjCNHNNY6ea6TZBLfbYx0ywJeOk1mBnA&ust=1373388553855519
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=mathletics&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=Qsdd_6zmGTir5M&tbnid=ObPzgB-8HM3IQM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.holyfamilyprimary.com/pupils/mathletics/&ei=e_DaUd-uLcHJ0AXCj4GwCw&bvm=bv.48705608,d.d2k&psig=AFQjCNFJK4nj2VGerIYcCRL5dNLlSxd-VA&ust=1373389294910135
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Does your child know: 

How many seconds are in 1 

minute?   

How many minutes are in 1 

hour?  

How many hours around a 

clock face?  

How many times the hands 

move round the clock face in 1 

day? 

 

 

Try making a clock face from a 

paper plate.   

You could cut a paper plate up 

to show how we divide an hour 

into halves and quarters when 

discussing time. 

 

 
Work with your child:  

 

. Think of the clock face as a number line 

. To count in 5s (use your paper plate clock and move a peg around as you count) 

. Count back in 5s from 60 

. Talk about time. Read/record the time you get up 

. Record how long it takes to do things 

. Ask questions such as:  

. How many times can you jump in 1 minute? (Then check.) 

. Read times in TV magazines and timetables 

. Read the time at the beginning & end of a walk to the shops  

. Tell them what time you will be back from work  

. Give them a job to do at a certain time 

.  Read clocks together in the house/out and about – both digital and analogue 

 

If your child comes to school feeling more confident about telling the time, you will 

have given them a wonderful gift that will last them a lifetime. 

In order for your child to practise reading time, they will need a clock in their bedroom and a 

watch on their wrist. 

If you are buying any presents for your child, think about buying a watch. 

 

 

 
From September, we shall be selling children’s watches at school 

at £6 each.  Ask at the office or Mrs Hackett for details. 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=children's+calender&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=mhbwGgZLYAYNQM&tbnid=t-265XB0PPNAjM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.abceducationaltoys.co.uk/toy.asp?model=8111&sid=91&ei=1-3aUeXON62r0AXVwIDQDg&bvm=bv.48705608,d.d2k&psig=AFQjCNEGSBtphPDtzN1RpLvI3Cw079RZHw&ust=1373388614551278
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=children's+watch+amazon&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=6ODDJ7e8OTSkTM&tbnid=nvsZYwePSHTJYM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.ciao.co.uk/Fashion_Accessories_5302023_2-fashion_for-children,price-50_to_100_pounds,shop-amazon_marketplace_watches&ei=yO_aUbWtL8W70QXwvIHwBA&bvm=bv.48705608,d.d2k&psig=AFQjCNGHSyYqHMvhvSuEaB5Nj-oW1vm7bQ&ust=1373389097316310

