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Spring Term- January 2026HAPPY NEW YEAR! We hope you had a lovely holiday period. We are delighted to see how brilliantly the children have settled into Year 5 and the fantastic progress they’ve already made. Their enthusiasm and hard work have been truly impressive, and we couldn’t be prouder of their achievements so far. This term promises to be full of exciting learning opportunities and new challenges as we continue to build on their success. In this newsletter, you’ll find key information about what’s coming up and what your child will be learning. As always, if you have any questions or need support, please don’t hesitate to get in touch - we’re here to help every step of the way!

A message from your child’s teachers:

Mr Dowson: 5SD Class Teacher & AHT
Mrs Sheik: 5SD Class Teacher
Mrs Bibi: 5B Class Teacher
Miss Ahmed: 5A Class Teacher
Mrs Harris: Y5 Teaching Assistant
Reading – Every child will bring home a school reading book. Children should be reading every day at home, ideally with an adult who can help them with the tricky words and ask them questions about what they have read. Maths Homework Books - Your child will be set at least one page on a Thursday. These page(s) should be returned by the following Thursday for marking. Mathletics – children will be expected to earn 1000 points a week on Mathletics. They should log on for around 30 minutes, three to five times a week. Times Table Rock Stars - children are expected to practice their multiplication at home frequently and be fluent with all their times tables. Spellings – new spellings will be handed out each Monday, with the test being the following Monday. Your child may have different spellings to other children – teachers have carefully considered what is best for your child and these should be practiced at home. 



Maths
What we are learning this term:
Staff:
Please ensure that your child comes to school every day with their own water bottle, clearly labelled with their name and class.
Our PE day is MONDAY. Your child should come to school in their PE kit every Monday.
Homework:



Important things to remember:
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AI-generated content may be incorrect.]                Fiction: Create an exciting adventure story inspired by Journey to the River Sea, developing characters, setting, and plot. 
Use descriptive techniques such as similes, metaphors, and personification to bring writing to life. 
Non-fiction: Write a persuasive travel brochure about South America, using features such as headings, persuasive language, and rhetorical questions. 
Include grammatical features like parenthesis and relative clauses to add detail and sophistication. 
 Continue to practise accurate spelling of words from the Year 5/6 spelling list.

Writing
Reading
          This term, we will be looking at fairytales and non-fiction extracts. We will particularly be focussing on:
Define: Children learn to understand and explain the meaning of words and phrases in context.
Retrieval: Children practise finding specific information directly from the text, such as facts or details.
Inference: This skill helps children read between the lines—using clues in the text to understand what’s not directly said.
 


 Compare and order fractions whose denominators are multiples of the same number 
Identify, name and write equivalent fractions 
Convert between improper fractions and mixed numbers 
Add and subtract fractions with the same denominator and denominators that are multiples of the same number 
Multiply fractions by whole numbers 
Read, write, order and compare numbers with up to three decimal places 
Solve problems involving fractions and decimals, including measures and money
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AI-generated content may be incorrect.]We look forward to working together with you this term!
Oracy:
Personal Development:

In Our Personal Development lessons this term, our focus will be on Health and Wellbeing. The children will learn about the importance of maintaining a healthy lifestyle, including physical health, mental wellbeing, and making positive choices. We will also explore strategies for managing emotions and building resilience.

                 This term, the children will develop their speaking and listening skills by preparing a Year 3 maths lesson and creating their own podcast. These activities will help them build confidence in presenting to an audience, using clear explanations, tone, and expression effectively.

         This term in RE we are learning about Judaism. We will explore Jewish signs and symbols and Jews’ place of worship, the Synagogue  
RE:
                 Our music topic this term is based on the ‘Fresh Prince of Bell Air’. We will be singing and playing instruments. 
       In PE this term…
5SD: Hockey and Orienteering
5B: Gymnastics and Hockey
5A: Basketball and Gymnastics
Music:
PE:
             In Computing this term, the children will develop their digital skills through video editing and website creation. They will learn how to plan, edit, and enhance video content using appropriate tools, as well as design and build a simple website, focusing on layout, navigation, and presenting information effectively.

Computing:
        In Art this term, we will be exploring the technique of monotype printing. They will experiment with creating unique, one-off prints by applying ink to a surface and transferring it to paper, developing their understanding of texture, pattern, and composition.

Art:
                  This term, the children will be developing their understanding of electrical systems by creating more complex switches and circuits. They will learn how to design and build functional circuits for a specific purpose, exploring how electricity can be controlled and applied in real-world products.

DT:
                 Geography is the study of places, people and their environments. 
This term, our focus will be on the Mediterranean region. The children will learn about the countries that border the Mediterranean Sea, their physical and human features, climate, and how this region influences trade, tourism, and culture. We will also compare life in Mediterranean countries to life in the UK.

History is the study of the past.
This term, we will be exploring the fascinating topic of Early Islamic Civilisation. The children will learn about the achievements and contributions of this civilisation, including its impact on science, mathematics, and culture. We will also look at the significance of Baghdad as a centre of learning and trade during this period.

.
Science is the process of learning about the natural world through observation and experimentation. 
This term, we will be investigating Properties and Changes of Materials. The children will explore how materials can be grouped based on their properties, learn about reversible and irreversible changes and carry out exciting experiments to understand processes such as dissolving, mixing and changes caused by heat.

Science:
History:
Geography:
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